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SIDE EVENT

Synergies between CBD and UNFCCC:
Accelerating the inclusion and financing
of ecosystem conservation and

protection in NDCs

Venue: Cote D'lvoire Pavilion Date: November 19;
Time: 12.30 — 14:.00 (GMT+4)
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Introduction

While COP28 had several disappointing outcomes, the UAE Framework for Global Climate Resilience
emerged as a welcome progress'. For the first time, forward-looking targets covering thematic areas
essential for human well-being and sustainable development were integrated including: Water, food,
health, ecosystems, infrastructure/settlements, poverty reduction & cultural heritage. The targets
within the thematic areas, especially within Ecosystems and Cultural Heritage include restoration,
conservation and protection of all ecosystems. Nature was one of the key pillars of the COP28
presidencies’ Action Agenda Initiatives. Further, parties are continuing to discuss, under the UAE—
Belém work programme, on indicators to strengthen the framework. It is also appreciable that under
the implementation guidelines, possibly for the first time, it has been indicated that there must be
preparation for the significant increase in nature, among others, in the next round of NDCs, NAPs as
well as NBSAPs.

Africa has over 3000 protected areas, comprising marine protected areas, wetlands reserves, and
biosphere reserves. African protected areas are already in dearth of financial support, thereby
severely constraining efforts to manage them leading to the loss of the heritage of mankind. With
climate change exacerbating the existing problems the threat of losing the conserved areas is of high
probability, putting pressure on national governments. Weather and climate variability continue to
shock protected areas’ ecosystems and threaten the survival of other fauna and flora. The depletion of
some species is hurting biodiversity in protected areas. Several impacts are observed including a fall in
tourism numbers, increased human-wildlife conflicts, habitat quality and infrastructure deterioration,
affecting communities living in and within the vicinity of the protected areas among others. Hence,
there is a need to ensure that climate change issues are taken into consideration especially developing
adaptation strategies within the protected areas.

Various stakeholders including many Parties who will be participating in the CBD COP16, to be hosted
in Cali, Columbia will aim to elevate the role Indigenous people and communities play in biodiversity
conservation, showcasing the harmonious coexistence of humans with nature. The Convention on
Biological Diversity not only recognizes but enshrines their rights as vital to global conservation
efforts? It is important that the next generation NDCs, NAPs as well as National Biodiversity Strategy
and Action Plans (NBSAPs) not only address the rights of the Indigenous people and communities
vis a vis conservation efforts within the countries but also address the growing trend where certain
modalities of conservation areinimical to the sustainable development of the communities themselves,
also excluding them from decision-making processes.

Further, financial flows to conserved areas to address climate change issues are next to negligible. In
the recent past financing flows to nature-based solutions have been implemented, however, it was also
underscored that 15% of nature-based projects overlap protected areas. There is much understanding
needed in these issues before initiating any discussion related to carbon credits as a solution to climate
finance, which is currently being taken up intensively by several stakeholders.

It has become very clear that climate change impacts are exacerbating ecosystem degradation and
that there are negligible finance flows towards adaptation action for biodiversity conservation. Further,
there is an understanding within the climate community that conservation issues need to be taken

1 https://www.iisd.org/articles/deep-dive/uae-framework-global-climate-resilience
2 https://www.birdlife.org/news/2024/10/08/5-reasons-you-should-care-about-biodiversity-cop16/
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up more intensively, especially in Africa. There is an opportunity to do so while preparing NDC 3.0 as
well as while updating the NBSAPs as well as in their implementation. Several partners have joined
hands to discuss on these issues in detail during the upcoming COP 29 to be held in Baku, Azerbaijan.

Objective:

The side event is organized with the main objective related to the need for inclusion of biodiversity
conservation more robustly into the NDC 3.0 and to discuss the ways and means to do so.

Specifically, it seeks to:

1. Identify priority actions and strategies for ensuring effective mainstreaming of biodiversity
conservation in the next version of NDCs

2. Collectivize understanding of the landscape of financing biodiversity conservation in Africa —
progress and emerging challenges and how to resolve these challenges

3. It seeks to map priority actions for mainstreaming people-centred biodiversity conservation in
planning and execution of the plan e

Organizing partners:

» Government of Cote d'Ivoire

Pan African Climate Justice Alliance
Birdlife Africa Partnership
Development Initiative (tbc)

NABU - Africa Regional Office
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Panelists

» Dr. Gustave Aboua, Director General, Sustainable Development, Ministry of Environment,
sustainable Development and Ecological Transition, Cote D’Ivoire

Ken Mwathe, Policy, Climate and Communications Coordinator, Birdlife International
Anicet Durant, Coordinator, PACJA Cote D'Ivoire,
Anne Samante, Programme Manager, MPIDO

Charles Mwangi, Head of Programs and Research, PACJA
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Martha Bekele, Development Initiative



Exploration areas for the panellists:

P Currentthreatsto protected areasin Africa — Impacts of Climate Change Financing for restoration
activities in protected areas - Case study Climate finance flow for biodiversity conservation

Positioning carbon credits to address climate change impacts in protected areas

Strengthening rights of Indigenous people and other communities in the implementation of
biodiversity conservation

» Mainstreaming biodiversity conservation in NDC 3.0
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PANAFRICAN CLIMATE JUSTICE ALLIANCE (PACJA)
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Off Ngong Road J13
P. O. Box 51005 00200,

Nairobi, Kenya
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